EPISODWB   OK   Til 10   UKIQAT   WAR         [1914

hold and beaten off at HolosmoH an attack by Mar-
witz's horso and part of tho infantry of tho 4th Corps.
Allenby,  too,  had  boon  in   notion   south-oast of
Valenciennes.   By dusk, howevor, Smith-Dorrion had
reached a position on the loft bunk of tho Hollo woat
of the town of Lo Cuteau.    In tho mnull hours of
the morning of the iJOth ho hud to docido whotlior he
dared to retreat then and thoro, or must lirnt stand
and fight.   Ho had apparently rceoivod no explicit
orders from Sir John tYonoh to rotiro at once, though
he was given tho general direction of retirement as
the lino Riboraont-Ht.  QnonUn-Vormand, thirty-
five miles away.   Clearly iustruoUon.s UH to HO distant
an objective could not bo intor[>rot<^l by any com-
mander as the immediate ordons for tiiw day\s work.
Smith-Dorrien may well  huvo ussunu^l that tho
details and tho method of ro-tiromont wero loft to hiB
discretion.    About  1.30 a.m.,   having ro.coivod a
cavalry report  which  wurnod  him  of  tho  groat
strength of Kluck, ho loarnocl from Allonby that if a
battle was to bo avoidod tho rotrout rmusl/ h(^ begun
before daybreak, btit that tho Hcattorod cavalry could
not be got together in time to oovor it.   .Presently
he realized that battle was already joined.   At or
just before dawn the advanced guard of tho Gorman
3rd Corps was in Le Catcau, and tho 4th Corps was
attacking his centre at Caudry.    hi tihoHo circum-
stances it seemed impossible to begin his retreat till
he had checked the enemy ; and ho believed himself
competent to do so, remembering the various occa-
sions in the past few days when ho had struck back
at and crippled the pursuit.   Looked at in, any way
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